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Review on Electrochemical Detection Techniques for
Corrosion of Reinforcing Steel in Concrete

JIA Binglii CAO Fa-he, LIU Wen-juan, ZHANG Jian-qing
(Department of Chemistry, Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310027, China)

[ Abstract] Several important electrochemical detection techniques for detecting the corrosion of the
reinforcing steel embedded in concrete are reviewed, which include linear polarization resistance
electrochemical impedance and electrochemical noise, especially for the applications and analysis of the
electrochemical noise detection techniques in the corrosion of steel in concrete. The advantages and
disadvantages of these electrochemical detection techniques are also compared to each other. Meanwhile, the
prospective points in future study on the corrosion of the steel in concret are brought forward.

[ Key words] steel; concrete; corrosion detection; electrochemical technology

R -
1 8 F
b
b . ~ ~
’
A b 2
’ ’ N
b . ~
[1-4
b )
[59
b b b
b ~
: 2009-12-19; :2010-01-27
(2007BAB27B04)
(1984—),

s s . E-mail: nelson_cao @zju. edu. cn.



© 792 ¢ 2010 10
, (ba  be) .
. ’ _| dE
) « R[’_ [d[] Emw (2)
» (3 o bab.
’ ° ’ o 10 B= 5303 b+ b0 (3)
» Stern-Geary )
SN . RN . (D)
2 AR AR £ A b I AL o .
T afel
’ [17)
[18 19
[11] . @ ; . ° .
@ ;® 5 @ ’ ’
Stern-Geary R
’ : . (D
[12] : ,
;@ 5 N ,
©)
IR . (2)SternGeary
(3)Stern-Geary B
’ 25 ~ 52mV ,
[2] ’
[13-15] ’ T afel B . G.L.
’ Song L2l s
B 8§ ~comV,
21 25 ~52mV 1
’ ¢ = o Tafel (A)
10mV) — : ale ’
, Stern  Geary 1957
St G [16] Tafel ’
ern-uea ’
v . Tafel BV < | b | <
. _ B
lor = g 1 17mV, 2Im V<[ b.| <65mV. (B)
forr Tafel ) Tafel
Ry , Eorr g lbal—es B Tafel
, Tafel (13m V<<| b | <17mV). (C)
E

EL‘U\T
K L
I

corr

(A) b, <t o0
b, >— oo

Lnll]

Fig. |

Lnl|

Leorr

(B) b, <<H o0

b('»—:xj

1

Leorr

(C) by>+oo
b(, >— o

Four possible polarization behaviors of reinforcing steel in concrete



28 5 ) © 793 -
Tafel ; Tafel | ba| — EIS
>3 B Tafel (2ImV <
| B <65mV). ©)) M bCP
Pore S Pore
. B o . solution| solution| ~ _______ ,
""""  Ruat #------1
Ry Leom s Stern-Geary b T ’
.................... 1P ' [
’ ° (4> Concrete 1T Chnat
s — Rep I I
e Cor
s Ree,
1 Reer
) Ry
2
’ Fig. 2 Simplified microstructure of concrete and
corresponding equivalent circuit
(Guard ring technique )™,
3.00E+05
2.50E+05 - REXIITIN
2.00E+05 - ,". *,
£ o .‘,
2.2 S 150E+05 s ",
N K %
(Electrochemical Impedance " 1.00E+0s |- § E
Spectroscopy, EIS) 5.00E+04 L \
[23] Ry R;
° 0.00E+00 L L
(E uivalent Circuit, EC) [ 24, 25 0.00E+00 2.00E+05 4.00E+05 6.00E+05
q ’ ’ Zt/Ohm
( A ) ’ 3 2 Ny quist
° EIS Fig. 3 Theoretical Nyquist EIS plot based on the equivalent
. 20 mV, circuit model as shown in Fig.2
5SmV ~ 10mV, , EIS
1978 Dawson EIS )
12 » EIS B, EIS
1 . Keddam ' 2
’ EIS H 1HZ
. G.L Song , ’
[30] [33]
(CCPs). (DCPs) (Ordinary Portland Cement, OPC)
(ICPs), : EIS ) (2MHz)
Z=1/1/Zar+ 1/ Zpcr + 1/ Zicr) 4 (2mHz) s ( 4 ),
Zper = Z + Zop 35) . / 02
2 ’ Rmal ’ 9 ’ Cl’ 9
, Recr .
» Rep EIS s
,  Cop , EIS
) Cmal o b
, Nyquist 3 ), , (LEIS)
EIS
2 ) 2.3
2.3.1

(Electrochemical Noise, EN )



2.3.3.1

[47. 48]

© 794 - 2010 10
3000
3000 |- —&— OPC+0.25 wt% C1
o]
2000
\g 2000 - <
N B
1000 - 1 000 |
1 1
0 1000 2000 3000 ' !
70 0 1000 2000 3000
real Ziall Q)
4 Cl( ) (¢ ) Nyquist
Fig.4 Electrochemical Nyquist plots of OPC samples with and without Cl" ions
, C . N N (Electrochemical potential noise, EPN )
) [ 34, 35 ,
[ 34
Iverson 1968 ) (ZRA)
. (37
» Tyagai . , .
M ~
. s N MnO:
( . s Ag/AgCl )
) [38] ,
’ ’ ’ ’
[34]
[34]
H ’ ’ ’
39
Pl « 5 ) 5
2 o ’ [R
[40]
H ’ ’ ’
41
[41] . , ’ IR
b o ’ o
, , 5
’ Pt ’ Pt
o b
2.3.2 , ) IR
(Electrochemical current noise, ECN ) .
Autolab
SCE ) ECN module Pt wire ‘ Autolab EAN module
\ Salt bridge
[ ] Rebar
/
- Solution
Mortar
i 1L
Reinforcing steel
5
Fig.5 Two possible methods for m easuring electrochemical potential and current noise
2.3.3 (Standard Deviation)a, Rn
PI (4549



28 5 s . ° 795 ¢

) (o) Wi (1)
1 ~ v
o= > —%? 6)
[\41 1=
@ (Rw) .
.59 | , I
R, — O h 3.5% NaC C
o7 y
©) (PD) . i
pr = (8)
1 ruts
Sl . IRMS
. , Pl 1.0 , 3
PI 0.1-1.0 s
. PI
34 ’
, o1 , [49 ’
OF
R [ 44, 50 [49]
o )
’ . (Zero
’ Resistance Amplify, ZRA)
’ [51]
2.3.3.2 ) R,
(Fast Fourier Transform, FFT ). R
(Maximum Entropy Method, MEM ). )
. [42-44] ’ ’
(Wavelets Transform, WT) . R 9 L. Mariaca (41]
’ R, R, , D. Nieves-M endoza
51 R, R, Stern-Geary
’ itl)rr9
’ ’ . o 3.5% NaCl
0235 ( 6
AL ), ECN  EPN
’ - . EPN
. _ ‘ t—b
Wy (a,b) = 1/Ja| @)Y —ar (9) . . ECN .
V() sa b ’
, ECN
a b , CI
a= ab; b= kabbo,

oo
Grn = J SOYn (Dt (10)



79 -

2010 10

[10

[ 11

[12

[13

[14

[13

-0.534

-0.537

-0.549

1 1 1
e e e
n n n
S A S
> o S

-0.534 4

-0.5352

-0.536 0

Potential/V

-0.536 8-

7Il(> 720 7‘24 7‘28

1 L tis 1 1 1

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000
tls

Corrosion Science 1989, 29: 105~ 113.
M. Stern, A.L. Geary.[]]. Journal of Electochemical Societys
1957, 104: 56~ 63.

[M]. : . 2008.

B. Elsener.[ ]J] . Corrosion Science, 2005, 47:3019 ~3033.

C. Andrade C. Alonso J. Gulikers R. Polder. R. Cigna, O.
Vennesland, M. B. Elsener. [ J].
M aterials and Structures, 2004 37. 623~ 643.

A. M. P. Simbes, M. G.S. Ferreira [ J] .

Salta A. Raharinaivo.

M.F. Montemor
Cement and Concrete Composites, 2003, 25: 491 ~ 502

G. L. Song.[ J] . Cement & Concrete Composites 2000, 22.
407 ~ 415.

H. Wojtas.[ J] . Corrosion Science, 2004, 46. 1621~ 1632.
D.D. Macdonald. [ J] . Electrochimica Acta, 2006, 51. 1376 ~
1388.

, 2003 9: 189~ 195.
1.

s s 0
, 1999, 11161~ 164.

P. C. Searson, J. L. Dawson. [ ]].
Corrosion Journal 1981, 16: 102~ 106.

N. Asrar, A. U. Malik, S. Ahmad, F. S. Mujahid. [ J].
Construction and Building Matenals 1999, 13.213~219.
M.A. Pech-Canul, P. Castro. [ J].

D.G. John, British

Cement and Concrete

Research, 2002, 32:.491~498.
S. Feliw J. C. Galvan, S. Feliu Jr, J. M. Bastidas J.
Simancas, M. Morcilloo E. M. Almeida. [ J]. Cormwsion

Science 1993, 35 1351~ 1358.

G. L. Song.[J]. Cement and Concrete Research, 2000, 30.
1723~ 1730.

V. Feliv, J. A. Gonzilez C. Adrade S. Feliu.[J]. Corwsion
Science 1998, 40(1998) 995 ~ 1006.

M. Keddam, H. Takenouti X. R. Novoa C. Andrade, C.
Alomnso [ C].

on Electrochemical Methods of

Italy,

Symposium

Corrosion Research, University of Trentos August,
1997.
C. Y. Rha W.S. Kim, J. W. Kim, H.H. Park.[]].
Surface Science, 2001, 169~ 170. 587~ 592.

s s s NRIN s

2001, 5: 310~ 320.

Applied

30+
20f
10
% -10 20 g
g 20 lJ i " &
3 _30 :é -10
E
50k | | e s
0 1000 2000 3;;(:;0 4000 5000 6000
6 Q235 3.5%NaCl
Fig. 6 ECN and EPN of Q235 steelin 3.5% NaCl solution
3 % ik e
[17
[18
s [19
s o
’ 129
b
’ [21
[22
[23
, s , s 0 , 2007, (24
40. 52~ 55.
. s ARIE , 2005 184:20~23. [
. 0 » 2003, 24 421~431. (24
, O , 2000, 15:9~12.
A. Husain, S. Al-Bahar, S.A. Salam, O. Al-Shamali.[ ]]. (27
Desalination, 2004, 165: 377 ~ 384.
A.M. Hassanein, G. K. Glass, N. R. Buenfeld. [ J] . Cement [ 29
and Concrete Composites, 2002, 24 . 159 ~ 167.
A. M. Vaysburd P. H. Emmons. [ J]. Construction and [29
Building M aterials 2000, 14: 189~ 197.
J. Xus W. Yao.[]J]. Construction and Building Matenals
2009, 23:2220~2226. [3Q
J.A. Gonzlez J. M. Mimnda, S. Feliu. [ J]. Corwsion
Science 2004, 46, 2467~ 2485. [ 3]
J.A. Gonzdlez J. M. Miranda E. Otero, S. Feliu. []J].
Corrosion Science 2007, 49; 436~ 448. [32
K. Videm. [ C]. CORROSION 9%, March 22-27 1998 San
Diego Ca.
J.A. Gonzalez, A. Cobo, M. N. Gonzilez S. Feliu.[]J].
Corrosion Science 2001, 43: 611~ 625. [33
7.T. Chang, B. Cherry, M. Marosszeky. [ J]. Corwsion
Science 2008, 50 357~ 364. [34
Z.T. Chang, B. Cherry, M. Marosszeky. [ J]. Corrmsion
Science 2008, 50 3078~ 3086. [33

S. Felinw J. A. Gonzdlez M. C. Andrade V. Feliu. [ ]J].

R. A. Cottis.[ J] . Russian Journal of Electrochemistry, 2006,

42, 497 ~ 505. ( 800



o

800 -~

2010 10

2003, 23:251~283.

Stark, Philip. PCM-impregnated polymer microcomposites for

characteristics of themal conductivity enhancement of nanofluids

[ J] . Current Applied Physics, 2006, 6: 1068~ 1071.

thermal energy storage[ J]. SAE (Society of Automotive [12 Cao Y, Faghn A. A study of themal energy storage systems
Engineers) Transactions 1990, 99. 571~ 588. with conjugate tuibulent forced convection| J| . Joumal of H eat
[ 3] s Transfes 1992, (114): 101~ 1027.
[J. , 2001, 22(4). 427 ~430. [ 13  Shansunder N, Sparrow E M. Analyss of multidmensional
[ 4 I Kwmpa G. Mikova’, A.S. Luyt. Polypropylene as a potential conduction phase change via the enthalpy model J] . AM SEJ Of
matrix for the creation of shape stabilized phase change materials Heat Transfer, 1975 (97): 333~ 340.
[ J] . European Polymer Journal, 2007, 43. 895~ 907. [ 14 s . [J.
[ 5] , , . [J]. , 1993, 33 (D: 85~ 89.
. 2003 17: 135~ 137. [ 13 ,
[ 6] s . / [J. [J. » 2000 40(1):45~49.
,» 2005, 28(4). 23~24. [14 Kamal A.R. Ismail and M abruk M. Abugberah. Performance of
[ 71 S.M. Hasnain. Review on sustainable thermal energy storage a themal Storage system of the vertical tube type[ J] . Energy
technologies, Partl: Heat storage materials and techniques| J] . Conversion & Management, 2000, (41): 1165~ 1190.
Energy Conveys Mgmt 1998 39 1127~ 1138. [17 Cao Y, Faghri. A . Performance Characteristics of a T hermal
[ 8] s s . / Energy Storage Module: a Transient PCM/ Forced Convection
[J]. ( )s 2006, 34(3): 1 Conjugate A nalysis. Int[ J] . Heat Mass Transfer. Pergamon
~5. Press Ple., 1991, 34(1).93~101.
[ 9] Zhang Zhengguo, Fang Xiaoming. Study on Pamaffin/ explanded [1§ Steinmann W D, Tamme R. Latent Heat Storage for Solar
graphite composite phase change themal energy storage material Steam System¢ J] . Journal of Solar Energy Engineering, 2008,
[ J]. Energy Conversion and Management 2006, (47): 303 ~ 130: 01100421 ~01100425.
310. [ 19  Athienitis A. K., Liu C., et al. Investigation of the T hermal
[ 10 Karaipekli A, Sari A, Kaygusuz K, et al. Thermal conductivity performance of a passive solar test-room with wall latent heat
improvement of stearic acid using expanded graphite and caibon storage[ J] . Building and Environment, 1997 32(5): 405 ~ 410.
fiber for energy storage applications [ J] . Renewable Energy, [2Q s . [J.
2007, 32:2201~221. , 2004, (D:17~19.
[1] HwangY J, Ahn Y G Shin H S et al Investigation on
( 796 ) [43 R.A. Cotis M. A. A. AbAwadhi H. AlFMazeeds S.
[3§ W. P. Iverson.[]J]. Journal of the Electrochemical Societys Turgoose.[ J] . Electrochimica Acta, 2001, 46: 3665 ~ 3674.
1968, 115.617~618. [44 A. Aballe, M. Bethencourt, F. J. Botana, M. Marcos. [ J].
[31 V. A. Tyagai.[J]. Electrochimica Acta, 1971, 16(10); 1647~ Electrochimica Acta 1999, 44 4805~ 4816.
1654. [47 A. Aballe, M. Bethencourt, F. J. Botana. M. Marcos. [ J] .
[33 R A. Cottis.[ J]. Electrochimica Acta 2007 52 7585 ~ Electrochemistry Communications 1999, 1 266 ~270.
7589. [4§ F. H. Cao, Z. Zhang, J. X. Su, Y. Y. Shi J. Q. Zhang.[]].
[39 B. Zhao J.H. Li R.G. Hu R G. Du C.J. Lin []]. Electrochimica Acta 2006, 51: 1359~ 1364.
Electrochimica Acta 2007, 52 3976~ 3984. [49 A. Legats M. Leban, Z. Bajt.[]]. Electrochimica Acta 2004,
[40 M.Tullmin, C.M.Hansson.[ C]. Proceedings of the Corwsion, 49: 2741~ 2751.
1998, San Diego, CA» NACE Houstonn TX, 1998 paper [50 J.M. SanchezAmaya R. A. Cottis F. J. Botana. [ J].
372. 107. Corrosion Science 2005, 47: 3280~ 3299.
[4] L Mariaca A. Bautista, P. Rodriguez [J]. J. A. Gonzalez, [51 A.M. Lafront W. Zhang, S. Jin R. Tremblay, D. Dube E.
M aterials and Structures 1997, 30: 613~ 617. Ghali.[ J]. Electrochimica Acta 2005, 51:489~501.
[42 F. Mansfeld Z. Sun, C. H. Hsu A. Nagiub.[ J] . Cormwsion [53 Y. Puget, K. Trethewey, R.J. K. Wood [J]. Wear, 1999,
Scienca 2001, 43 341~ 352. 2337235 552~ 567.
[43 F. Mansfeld Z Sun C.H. Hsu. [J]. Electrochimica Acta, [53 D. NievesMendoza, F. Almeraya-Calderon J. Uruchurtw
2001, 46: 3651 ~ 3664. Chavarin, et al.[ J] . Coroson, 2008, 64: 920~ 928.
[44 H.A.A. Al-Mazeedii R. A. Cottis. [J] . Electrochimica Acta, [54 G.F. Qiao, J.P. Ou.[]]. Electrochimica Acta, 2007, 52: 8008

2004, 49:2787~2793.

~8019.



